
❖ Understanding Black Bear Biology and Behavior  

❖ Bear-Smart Camping, Hiking and Vacationing  

❖ Responsible Food Storage and Trash-Stashing    

❖ Avoiding Encounters & Attacks 

❖ Alternatives to Relocation

❖ Appendix: bear ordinances, agencies,
organizations, resources and index 

Case Studies from parks, agencies and communities in
Colorado, Pennsylvania, Florida,Tennessee, Washington,
Nevada, California, Minnesota & Canada.

LLiivviinngg  wwiitthh  BBeeaarrss::  AA  PPrraaccttiiccaall  GGuuiiddee  ttoo  BBeeaarr  CCoouunnttrryy can help. It’s packed
with useful information and real-life stories from wildlife managers,
biologists and parks, forests and communities who’ve found workable
ways for people and bears to share space. Internationally respected bear
biologist Tom Beck was the scientific advisor, and many bear experts from
across the continent contributed to the book. The reader-friendly format
makes for a great resource and a unique way to educate and motivate.

Do your bears have 
people problems?

“I love the fast sound-byte style that concisely captures some
complex issues. It is an excellent book. I’m recommending it be
carried at all our visitor centers and other national forests that
have bears.”
–  Carrie Sekerak, Wildlife Biologist, Ocala National Forest - Florida

“Living With Bears gives a clear understanding on bear behavior
and provides essential information for humans to protect them-
selves and their property while giving bears the opportunity to 
live the long, natural, healthy lives they deserve.” 
–  Tori Seher, WIldlife Biologist, Yosemite National Park

“This book is an important addition to our toolbox. The caring
tone, clear messages and sound advice help us reach people in 
a different way than agencies usually do. It has great potential to
inspire changes in behavior and reduce conflicts. Besides that, 
it’s fun to read!”

–  Lisa Evans, NE Region Education Coordinator, Colo. Division of Wildlife
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“Anyone living in bear habitat should have at least two
copies—one for handy reference and one to loan to the
neighbors. This book will save me dozens of phone calls
a year—now I will just tell folks to get THE BOOK, and
read it.”    
– Tom Beck, bear biologist 

“... an invaluable guide for city governments, schools,
and wildlife professionals and management agencies.”
– General H. Norman Schwarzkopf, Spokesman for the
National Be Bear Aware and Wildlife Stewardship Campaign

“Living with Bears is urgently recommended by the
thousands of ‘problem’ (victimized) bears that needless-
ly die each year in North America. This insightful, well
researched and witty book will guide and inspire
humans to live in greater harmony with bears.”
– Steve Herrero, author of Bear Attacks: Their Causes and
Avoidance, and Past President of the International
Association for Bear Research and Management (IBA)

“If you live in bear country (and, unless you're an inner-
city resident, you probably do), you owe it to bears to
read this smart, useful and long-overdue book. Don’t let
them die because of your or your neighbors’ mistakes.”
– Ted Williams, Editor-at-Large, Audubon, and Conservation
Editor, Fly Rod & Reel

“Linda Masterson has put together a book that is con-
cise, knowledgeable and easy-to-read. And her timing is 
perfect. This book is a godsend to those attempting to
demonstrate to the ‘smarter of the two species’ the need
and ability to live with bears.”
– Bryan Peterson, Executive Director—Bear Smart Durango

“To enter bear territory without understanding bears
should be illegal. This book is a must-read if we want to
coexist with bears.”  
– Ann Bryant, Executive Director—Lake Tahoe BEAR League

“Funny, easy to read, beautifully layed out and full of
good advice. It’s also very complete. We really needed a
book like this one.”
– Sylvia Dolson, Executive Director—Get Bear Smart Society,
British Columbia, Canada

“For bears and humans to coexist successfully, we 
must ensure the bear’s natural integrity and wildness.
Education is a key element in accomplishing this task.
Living with Bears gives a clear understanding on bear
behavior and provides essential information for humans
to protect themselves and their property, while giving
bears the opportunity to live the long, natural, healthy
lives they deserve.”
– Tori Seher, Wildlife Biologist, Yosemite National Park

“... a spirited encyclopedia of skills and attitudes for liv-
ing and traveling safely and considerately in bear coun-
try. Its voice is straightforward, accessible, and appealing
to young readers and veteran naturalists alike. And best
of all, with internationally recognized black bear expert
Tom Beck as advisor and contributor, Living with Bears’
biological credibility is unimpeachable.” 
– David Petersen, author of Ghost Grizzlies: Does the Great
Bear Still Haunt Colorado?

“Our mission is to help people learn to live responsibly
and safely with wildlife, especially bears. Living with
Bears is filled with practical information that does just
that. It’s a great handbook for anyone spending time in
bear country.”
– Chuck Bartlebaugh, Director–Center for Wildlife Information

“I believe that anyone who picks up Living with Bears
will be motivated to work toward preventing conflicts
with black bears. And just as importantly, they will have
the information they need to do it.”
– Patti Sowka, Director – Living with Wildlife Foundation 

“This long overdue book gives expert advice on coping
with bears in typical rural and suburban settings... far
and away the most useful book ever written about bears.”
– Dave Smith, author of Backcountry Bear Basics

“...an absolutely up-to-date guide on strategies for coexis-
tence with black bears. It has funny stories, sad ones, and
case studies of several North American communities.”
– Whistler Public Library, British Columbia, Canada
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